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¢ Food Scraps

¢ Grass clippings 18:1
¢ Coffee grounds20:1
¢ Horse manure 25:1
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Each layer gets a good sprinkling of water to wet
¢ the ingredients. It is important to wet each layer as
you build it. Repeat each of the layers until the bin  §
Is full and then.....
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Cornpost "C

Now tiny microorganisms (that you cannot see
‘without a microscope) go to work breaking down
the organic matter into compost. Later, as the
compost cools down, you may see larger
organisms such as millipedes, sowbugs
earthworms and others. Compost is teeming with

living things!
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215 Mulen ¢

You can use compost as a mulch around garden
plants, like this rose bush. Mulch protects the soll
and shades out weed seeds. Nutrients are washed |

out into the soil with each rain to feed the roots of &
plants.
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Compost mixed with some sand makes a super
potting soil for growing plants in containers.
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- Another way to compost in the garden i
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Covering
S0l

Next, cover the scraps
with soil to bury them and
fill the hole. Now you can
make more compost
pockets in other
locations!
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by Robert “Skip” Richter
County Extension Director - Travis County
Texas Agrilife Extension Service.
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